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Broadcast Station Employees

32

Ask for a tour of the studio and broadcast control room. Ask about the
essential equipment used in preparing the broadcast. Ask for a demon-
stration of the tape editing equipment.

Ask to watch a live broadcast from the control room (or to watch the
control room through a window)}. How many minutes in a typical news
broadcast are allotted for news, sports, weather, and commercials?
How do the producers keep everyone on time, second by second?

Ask about the typical shifts (hours of work) for anchors and for reporters.

Ask for a tour of a news van or truck and an explanation of the video
gear that is kept in the vehicle.

Ask a reporter how to prepare a typical package, or news story shot
in the field. Ask how to determine which of the following elements
to include: natural sound, narration (voice-over), standup (reporter
standing before the camera).

Ask what must be done to prepare the package for broadcast.

Ask how well the station is doing in local ratings. Ask what steps the
station has taken in recent months to improve its ratings.

JOURNALISM
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Freelance magazine writer Scott Wallace travels the world to write articles
for various magazines. He has written about wars, the environment,
native peoples, politicians, and international travel. Magazine writers like
Wallace usually dig much deeper into their subject matter than newspaper
reporters, because they have more time. They are not reporting on daily
news events. They cover subjects in more depth. They may have to spend
weeks interviewing dozens of people and doing extensive research before
the article can be written.

Writers like Wallace are often freelancers. That means to earn a living
they must constantly seek story ideas to suggest to magazine editors.
Sometimes the editors call him with an idea they want someone to make
into an article. Wallace never knows what his next assignment might be
or where it will take him.

Wallace says his life is exciting but unpredictable. “I just got back
from Afghanistan and Iran,” he says, “and now there are assignments
waiting for me in Alaska and back in the Amazon. This job allows me to
travel not as a tourist but as a writer with a purpose—to tell my readers
about important events, to become a witness to history.”
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Gathering the News

All news media have editors and managers (or directors) who
plan coverage and decide how much space, time, or emphasis
different stories should receive. These same editors and manag-
ers mayv also edit the stories before they go into print or on the
air. But the most important people in the news process are the
news gatherers. These reporters or correspondents seek the facts
and write the news or feature articles or gather the news foot-
age and interviews to make a good broadcast report.

The news gathering process begins with planning. Early
in the day the editors look at their calendars, their lists of news
tips, and the future file (a list of upcoming events kept by date)
to see what events will be occurring in the city that day. They
plan where to send their reporters and photographers.

Some reporters have regular beats to

cover, such as city hall, police headquarters,
or the city’s professional baseball, football,
or basketball team. Others are general
assignment reporters who cover spot news
such as accidents or other events that cannot
be predicted, such as an elephant escaping
from the zoo, or an unexpected public appear-
ance in town by a famous movie star.

In another meeting, editors decide what subjects to write
about on the editorial page that day and which opinion columns
will run on the op-ed page opposite the editorials. Meanwhile,
wire services send national and foreign editors their schedules
of the stories that are planned to be distributed that day via
satellite or Internet.
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Finding News

Most news stories emerge from sources and events. Sources dre
identitied, or attributed, so that readers know where the infor-
mation in the story came from and that the facts are not just
the reporter’s opinions. Following are examples of common
types of news sources and news events.

Witnesses and Participants. When reporters arrive at the scene
of anv newsworthy event, their first instinct is to listen to what
is being said and to ask questions. Reporters interview people
who saw the event unfold, called witnesses, or someone who
was personally involved in the action, a participant.

Official and Expert Sources. Most news stories rely on official
and expert sources such as city council members, police officers,
economists, or forensic scientists. Reporters arriving at the scene
of an accident or disaster will talk to the police officer or fire-
fighter on hand. Beat reporters will “make the rounds” each
day 1o visit official sources such as city hall, the county court-
house, the police department, the sheritf’s office, or the school
adnunistration building. Good reporters will also keep a file of
important and knowledgeable people, as well as subject experts
who can be called upon for comments—perhaps a town histo-
rian or a roster of faculty members at a local university.
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Crime and the Courts. Criminal acts—robberies, murders,
thefts. assaults—are just as interesting to the public as acci-
Reporters mustbe  dents and disasters. People want to know of dangers in their

careful in writing no:ﬁ:::% and how effectively the police and courts are pro-

) ) tecting them from those dangers. Because they must cover this
crime stories so impor:ant type of story as the need arises, reporters should be
as not to portray skillec¢ at police reporting even if they aren’t on the police beat.

a suspect as
guilty of a crime

hefore conviction.

Newspaper reporter Annie Sweeney lives a life of
crime. She is not a criminal herself. She is a reporter
covering the crime beat for the Chicago Sun-Times, a
large daily newspaper in one of the nation's largest cit-
ies. She writes news articles about crimes committed in
the city and the police officers who work to solve them.

Sweeney'’s biggest challenge, she says, is the sheer
size of her coverage area. “It's a massive beat, with 24
separate police districts in the city.” Another challenge
is winning the trust of police officers, so they will give
her information. “Some officers think reporters are out
to make them look bad.”
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Many reporters

use a specially
shaped oblong
notebook narrow
enough to slip into

their hip pocket.

42 JOURNALISM

Basic Tools for
Reporting and Writing

The main tools for reporting are a
pen and small notebook. Reporters
must write quickly yet legibly.
They must capture the important
parts of an interview and be able
to read their notes later, when
transcribing their notes to a com-
puter. Many reporters develop their
own form of shorthand, or abbre-
viated writing, for more efficient
note-taking.

A tape recorder, or even better, a digital voice recorder,
can be useful, but should be used only to back up—not
replace—note-taking. While taped interviews ensure accurate
quotations, there are drawbacks. Some people feel uncomfort-
able about being recorded and may not speak as openly during
a taped interview. Also, when writing a story, the reporter can
get bogged down reviewing a lengthy recording instead of just
flipping quickly through notes. Finally, there is always the dan-
ger of equipment failure (dead batteries, for example); without
good written notes, the story would then be lost. It's best to
take notes manudlly and use a recording only to verify facts
or direct quotes.

Computers have become standard equipment tor reporters,
not just for writing articles but also for story research and for
communicating with sources via c-mail. Reporters who travel in
their work often have a laptop computer in addition to a desk-
top computer back at the office. Many reporters type their notes
directly into a computer while conducting telephone interviews.
Obviously, reporters need good keyboarding skills.

Reporters need a clear speaking voice and a firm but
courteous manner when asking questions. An editor
doesn’t always have time to fix a reporter’s grammatical
mistakes later on, so reporters also need solid writing
skills and knowledge of grammar, punctuation, and
spelling. Finally, reporters need curiosity and energy.
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* [f vou don’t understand a response, ask the same question
in another way, or rephrase the response in your own words
and ask if vou got it right. Use follow-up questions to delve
deeper into a subject.

¢ Keep the conversation on track but be prepared to follow it
where it leads, even if it departs from vour script.

¢ Take note of the person’s clothing, gestures, or other interest-
ing atributes, such as photos and other personal effects that
mav add interesting details to vour article.

e Save vour hardest questions for last. By then, vour subject
should feel more comtortable and more willing to answer
difficult questions.

® Ask tor the person’s permission to call back if necessary.

¢ Read your notes as soon as possible after the interview;
rewrite them more legiblyv or type them while the
conversation is still tresh in vour mind.

Radio journalist Bob Edwards is one of
America’s most famous broadcast journalists.
For 25 years, he hosted National Public Radio’s
“Morning Edition,” a news program reaching
13 million listeners a week. During that time,
he interviewed more than 20,000 people,
including world leaders, actors, musicians,
and average people who found themselves
involved in the news of the day. Edwards
gained a reputation as a master of the inter-
view, asking brief questions in a low-key man-
ner and letting his subjects do most of the
talking. In July 2004, Edwards left NPR to join
XM Satellite Radio, where he hosts “The Bob
Edwards Show,” another morning program
that features interviews with newsmakers.

“Give people the time to expand on their thoughts,” he advises young
journalists. “Don’t interrogate them. Make it like a conversation. Listen to
what is said and follow up. Be prepared with a list of questions, but be
willing to depart from the list and go where the interview leads.”
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Hometown News

Scouts participat

ing in national Scout jamborees have a unique opportu-

nity to exercise their journalism skills by submitting jamboree news to
their local newspapers, radio stations, and television stations. Hometown
News correspondents get special training from nationally recognized jour-
nalists and teachers on how to write articles and scripts, edit copy, and

select photograp
special access to

hs and video to accompany their stories, and they have
interview celebrities attending the jamboree. They also

will work with local media contacts to get their jamboree news to

the folks back
home. Ask your
Scoutmaster
how you can
participate as

a Hometown
News correspon-
dent at the next
national Scout
jamboree.

48 JOURNALISM

Complete. A good story covers the subiject thoroughly. Don't
leave readers with unanswered questions.

Correct. Get your facts straight. Use correct grammar and
spelling. Never spell someone’s name wrong.

Creative. Look for ways to make your writing vivid and lively
through careful observation, good reporting, and fresh expres-
sions. Avoid clichés—don’t use overused words and terms such

as “spectacular view” and “devastating tlood.”

Be careful not to exaggerate or overdramatize a story, and avoid
writing in a fancy, overly clever way. Let the facts speak for
themselves. Solid reporting is at the heart of good news writing.
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BOWLING GREEN, VA,

JULY 24—Under humid, over-
cast skies, a sea of buses full
of Boy Scouts from across
the United States flowed into
Fort A.P. Hill this morning for
the National Scout Jamboree.
By day’s end, some 40,000
Scouts and leaders are
expected to arrive at this
sprawling, 76,000-acre Army
base for the 10-day celebration
of Scouting skills and camara-

derie. The Scouts will erect
17,000 tents and 3,500 patrol
kitchens in a matter of hours,
making the jamboree site the
fastest-growing city in America
for this one day.

In a speech at a morning
ceremony launching the jam-
boree, Secretary of the Army
Thomas White said, “What a
thrill it is to be here today at
A.P. Hill with the BSA, with
our Army, Navy, Air Force,

JOURNALISM
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wow,

CHRONOLOGICAL STYLE

ks - SN # G

BOWLING GREEN, VA., JULY
24—A contingent of Scouts
from High Point, Greensboro,
and Winston-Salem. North
Carolina, were the first to
arrive at the National Scout
Jamboree at 7 a.m. Tuesday
at Fort A.P. Hill.

In a speech at 10 A.M.,
Secretary of the Army Thomas
White launched the event

with opening comments.
“What a thrill it is to be here
today at A.P. Hill with the
BSA, with our Army, Navy,
Alr Force, and Marines,” he
said. “The national Scout
jamboree is the most exciting
event in Scouting.” An esti-
mated 3,000 military person-
nel are on hand to help out

52
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The second version of the article has the same facts as the
first, but it is not in proper news story form. The most interesting
informazion is buried in the story. The first sentence is wasted on
reporting the arrival of a particular Scout group, rather than giv-
ing an overview emphasizing the size and importance of this
nationa. event. The chronological story structure gives all the
facts of the story equal weight, instead of emphasizing the
important facts.

The inverted pyramid method of writing news serves two
important purposes. First, it gives hurried news readers or lis-
teners the most important information immediately. They need
not read the whole article unless they have the time or interest.
Second. it makes the editor’s task easier. The inverted pyramid
story can be cut from the bottom, for reasons of time or space,
without losing essential details.

THE FIVEW’'S AND H

The typical news story has two parts: the lead and the body.
The lead—first sentence or two—summarizes the important
facts. A good lead presents most of the six primary elements
of a news event, the “five W's and H”: who, what, when,
where, why, and how.

If these six questions are answered in the first few sen-
tences, the main elements of the story should be clear to the
reader. The body of the story then elaborates on the important
facts. The least important facts are saved for last.

The Feature Story

Most news stories are hard news, full of information of
immediate importance to our lives. But readers also enjoy
soft news that entertains or inspires us, examining the people,
places. and things in our lives in a more relaxed way. Soft news
often takes the form of a feature story, offering more human
interest than the tvpical news article and sometimes greater
depth and more colorful writing. An announcement about the
troop’s pancake breakfast coming up this Saturday is a hard
news story. A profile of the Scoutmaster, revealing how he has
led 10 of his troop members to earn the Eagle Scout Award.
is a feature story.

You probably have read stories written using these com-
mon forms of feature stories.
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For more writing
tips, see the
Communications
merit badge

pamphlet.
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A good exercise for any young journalist is to interview
a person, probing with guestions until you dig out
something exciting. There is something interesting
about almost everyone. Try your Scoutmaster or one

of the assistants, or a friend’s parent.

Finding Features

Finding an interesting feature story is pretty casy. Everyone has
at least Hne interesting story to tell. [t is often just a matter of
talking to people to find out about their interests and experi-
ences. Or, look at the daily headlines, then find people behind
the headlines to write a feature story about. This is a way of
personalizing the news.

Features should be written in a crisp, colorful stvle, often
with more descriptions of actions and of people than a hard
news story. Good feature writing. like all good writing, is helped
by variety in vocabulary, sentence length, and sentence structure
and by :he use of active rather than passive verbs.

Features about interesting people and in-depth articles
about community issucs are important to newspapers. They
often have their own section called something like “Lifestvles,”
“Living.” “Style,” or simply “Featurcs.

Radio and TV news programs also make much use of fea-
tures-type material. A good examiple is "All Things Considered.”
a daily National Public Radio program that includes, in addition
to national news, slice-of-life stories about everyday people all
over the country and the world. On television, news “magazine”
shows like CBS’s “60 Minutes,” PBS’s “Frontline,” and NBC’s
“Dateline” offer compelling investigative reports and
personal profiles.

Writing for Magazines

Magazines were once filled with long, thoughtful articles that
covered a subject in-depth. Readers are now busier and have
far more types of mass media competing for their attention.
They don’t have the time to read a long article from beginning
to end. Editors of many magazines have responded by breaking
their pages up into shorter articles with more “points of entry.”
There may be information boxes, sidebars, maps, expanded
captions, timelines, and various other graphical displays

of information.
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THE NEWS ANALYSIS OR BACKGROUNDER

Newspapers or broadcast stations will sometimes clarify a
complex news story with a news analysis, or backgrounder.
In this special type of article or broadcast segment, a reporter
who may have been covering the story for weeks or months
steps back to explain current events by putting them into a
broader context, explaining how a situation got to be where it
is now. Examples might be an analysis of why test scores in
local schools have plummeted in recent years or how proposed
zoning changes might affect the downtown area. In this way
the reporter interprets the news, sifting through months of
reports to show readers which facts are most pertinent. This
type of article, since it involves the reporter’'s opinions as
well as facts, usually is clearly labeled as analysis.

Columnist George Will is a profes-
sional arguer. His job, he says, is to
“make arguments.” Twice a week he
picks an important topic out of the
news—it might involve politics, educa-
tion, popular culture, you name it—
and writes his opinion about it. His
columns appear on the op-ed page in
the Washington Post and are syndi-
cated to almost 500 other newspapers
around the United States and Europe.
“A columnist’s job is not to tell
people what to think but to provoke
them to think,” Will says. “News arti-
cles present the facts of the story in
the news pages of the paper.
Columnists like me, with various
points of view, hold those facts up
to the bright light of opinion and cause people to decide for themselves
what they think. As columnists, we're paid to make arguments.”

58 JOURNALISM



Wi YD

M, 4 MLl S
Ing A ¥TBUNGH

JEXCRR I NRIN N pave

Yo W0 1

ATEWA LN IR TR

[IRUERITIE Y

By Y oA TR

TrIREAND

ST TRRE ]

BRUR A 2 N

ATIVNEA LD A

FEIRTS R SIRLAP

T—cﬂwﬂ::;
DR BN ..:.c—.‘—bv.w«
RIGRIY PNRS ‘URARYQ "BOIA T URUION
S AT .
« n..ﬁﬂh.:ﬂ!u:goni&:iginoﬁaﬁtf
g!:digi.&aigﬂlgﬂﬁ
sayof " !Emu 1S40 Buipess Aojud | “sAaxuop
2ovday SR 313y VIRV 1PVS WOy BuRpm we §

11IBL JOPEII SIDMSUPR 0Ipad

UISNO0) SUWNID repnBal
1sond st eadde
AQ uanum SN0

R IRTARIY Apunuod 0} 1O 3
pd pa-do ayy uo SUWNOD

2q pod Aoyl 10 38
st osatll Apuuauod ay jo spoquisl
jeuosiad seaprolq 1o gsignd uano OS[C EIPAUL SmeN
-g10d 10 Bupsaall SEI qredar owoy 91ed 01Nt

0153 (LAl ‘yieal st yons sadoy noge suoNsanb 1amsue
S SULUTHOD 12110 Ul P SULLINOI AAPL
(19msUR PUv yonsanb) WV ¥ 0. sepndod aUL
AN 10 onat ‘arAsafip ot spadde
1do a8ed pe-do el 1o

e suadxe Ag U
Ui punoy st ety
qaded oy JO SUONISE

Apu suwntod 240 “gpertoupa oyl 80C¢

1eadde Ajenst AP UAWLIOD Smatt 10 feonjod 19330 eyl sUWMed
~gaudoy snolatind ssaIppe pur sulio} Aupu Ul SUIOD SUWN[0)

-s30N0s SNoLILA Wod] syuawdpnt pue suoiuido

10 AaleA ® pasu SUZHR asnedaq wigtpewnol 1o ued yueuodunl

$1 LLIN|0D womudo Uy

QP 21e SUWNod {ons < {essa (puosiad ©
umor Y St (wsteInot gotuido 10 ‘[etiolps 1o (10} Japouy

ALFIHVA 3qINOYd SNINNT0D



60

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

News media are open to the opinions of their readers and lis-
teners. Cnline forums on media Web sites, guest editorial col-
umuns, and the letters to the editor section of the newspaper
provide excellent opportunities to practice editorial journalism.
Try vour hand at it. Write a letter to the editor of vour
newsparer, or a guest editorial for vour radio or TV station.
Express vour opinion about global warming, school funding,
wilderness preservation, political candidates, or other issues
about which you feel strongly. You might be surprised at the
reaction vou get. Many editors are delighted and surprised to
hear from younger readers, and might be more inclined to give

more space to a letter from a citizen younger than those they
usually near fron.

Here's one example.
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Let's return for a moment to the opening of the Maple Hills skate park.
Frank Brown’s editor sent a photographer to the opening ceremony with
him. The photographer shot a lot of pictures there: the mayor speaking,
skaters trying out the ramps for the first time, the mayor conversing with
members of the civic association, an accomplished skateboarder doing
a stunt.

Should you ask permission to take a stranger’s picture? It is polite
to do so but not always possible. If your subject is clearly involved in a
newsworthy event, such as a traffic accident or fire, you can take pictures
without legally invading anyone’s privacy. But for a feature story that is
clearly not breaking news, you should be more respectful of people’s
privacy and talk to them about your story before asking to shoot pictures.
If you are taking photographs to be used commercially—in an advertise-
ment, for example—the subjects must give their approval and usually
must sign a model release form.
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Digital video cameras have dropped dramatically in price, making it more
affordable to try videography. Footage can be loaded into a computer,
edited with voice-overs and text labels, then burned to a DVD. You can
create short news programs at home that might be of acceptable quality
for use by a local public access cable channel. Be sure that your video
tells an actual story —say, of your troop’s 100-mile bike ride—and that it
is presented in a news style.

Pictures Need Words

A picture mav be worth a thousand words, but every picture
still needs a few words of explanation. This information, printed
on or rear a photograph, is called a cutline in newspapers and
a caption in magazines. Whatever vou call them, they are very
important. They are often the first {(and sometimes the only)
part of the article that gets read. Here are some tips for writing
good captions and cutlines,
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esaved JERLIE magazines—like The New
..__“.um.w..»_".ﬂ . Yorker and Bovs’ Life—expect a
0!

Truck Fire! collection of slice-of-life cartoons

RIS

oo with every issue. These cartoons
* often give a periodical more
e . ; ©appeal. What would Bovs® Life
he scs,._u_ﬁ. |y

be without “A True Story of
Scouts in Action™?

Besides artists, journalism
also needs graphic designers,
the people whao assign the art-
work to be created and who
lay out the artcles, finding
just the right arrangement

of text, display type, photo-
graphs, white (or blank|
space, and illustration. On
magazines, the director of
design is among the top
positions on the editorial
staff, because the visual
impact of the publication
I8 50 Important,
Graphic design gives
a publication or Web site an identity, a person-
ality that readers assoctate with that publication alone. Compare,
for example, the screaming headlines and the startling photo-
graphs i the Natronal Enquirer with the much more conserva-
tive fook of the New York Tines, which uses more dignified
photographs and more thoughttul headlines. Even without read-
ing the articles, yvou know trom the look alone that the Natonal
Enquarer is going to be lurid and sensational, while the New
York Tenes is going to be reasonable and informative,

Den't overlook the importance of oypograpiny or the style

ol tvpe. to a publication’s design. ‘Typography helps convey a
publication’s personality Designers speak ot families of type-
taces, such as Times New Roman or Bookman Old stvle.
Within cach family are sets of tongs, or all of the characters
(letters, numbers, punctuation, svmbols) in a particular size
and stvle of type. Times New Roman. 12 point, italic, is one
font w:thin the Times New Roman type family.



69

INSITYNHNOr

SAINTEI MOU IO SUONIAS [P100dS U0 MIox 0] I1audsap Jlfl sMo{[e
SIUJ, OW oea UdIsap oyl SunuaAul Mo sajeidwal osai
ol pouoduwar aq ued—)xal Apog pur ‘sanjard saui[pray smau

S.APPOL SP ons—salepdn caals paysiqrise ue iy ssaejdwol 1o
SSULICT JO 198 L asn Ua)jo [[im alis e *sasodund [eonoverd 104

"SOAJOSIUAL) MIOA [LIIUYDOL A1 OP sI1AUSBISP Ayl 1ULj)

atmba: s1ay1Q “staudisoep doy 01 siswuridold asn [[Im sIUS qaw

eipatt atog aded oy B 01 SIUSWADUELHUS PUE SIIANDCIII

guuiq ey sadendue Suuruesdold mdwod 1o swesdord siem

-1JOS A um IeT[Iiue] aq os[e poys oyl suoreargnd juud

JO :uBIsap a) M1y snt ‘udisap Jyderd jo asuas poos e pur
SIS PozZIe1ads 1M SISUBISAP Pasll SIS (o PIPO

T
isnfing Qig 10 aprog)
IS T ST eVl IX3
APHPpPrOIg] uol fuipuelg
al08 NOOT17E AIBOB

mx:@\/Oz OPIDD UDAY GG SHIAINN
21H10D X1D1NAhd

NITMNVYVA A
:oIYjoS

e e pag
\\:\t\\t\t: \\ N \\L\.\\ . §%

/

%N\Q 2 \%9?\ \\ x\.“\ D] 24 4t \\W -
S e AJNOO  INOdOd

..\Q.\t.w TV LI ATALSTTO AHdNLINTD
uopspy  (ANQONVIVDH

TR0 Y

‘pral ol pIey $131af A Mew ued yaum ‘sydesdoioyd uo adAy

guroepd tnoqe snonned Aptenonied oy togepeast aq poys Ayd

-e130d51 Ie 9a0qy AIE) odA) SWES AU UM UOISISA 1UId]

-1Ip Apuds e (8194, 10 adoasoloy,, se ons) s[aqe] judwiedap

ay [[v pur adAl Jo 9]41s au0 asn JYBI saulpeay Aedsip ayl (e

rdwexs 10, 9NS qap 10 dadedsmatr *ouizedeil e Jo aImdIdIe
put 1noAe[ 3y} purisiopun siapeal djay ued Ayderdoddr,



L3
°1
[a
I
m
wi
-
m
=




LL

WSITVNYNOr

"11BJ]1 SIY]l SWODISA0 01 MOY Uled|
01 paau |]Im NOoA ‘Ays ale noA §) "Sa111u1ga|9d pue ‘siabe
-UBwW ‘S10)PD ‘S{e101YO 21|gnd ‘'S82IN0S SMBU Ylim [eap
1shw NoA—sojdoad a1 p|nOYS SISIBUINOM "} SWRU NOA
‘syods ‘aous|0s ‘sseye ojgnd ‘syusas jusaind ‘sjdoad
—BuiyiAiaas 1noge snound 8q pinoys Asy] JueAIasqo
pue ‘pazjuebio-||om ‘Jusbi||slul g pjnoys sisijeusnor

Noge am g

Ad) stale 120(gNs Jo Iaguunu AUC Ul as[C} ot} Wodj anay ayi
‘Buoam oy wody wB8u oyl queodunun o) wody luenodur ayl
ysmsunsip sisyewnol sdjoy o8pajmouy dwiduet-apim vy 'sdjay
aouads pue ‘santjod ‘Aydesdoad ‘Atosiy ur uesaaauod dutoq pue
‘PHOM SUJ JO MIIA PAULIOJUT UP Pasu Aayy] "pale 133[qns ouo uo
pPasnao; 1sn{ jou ‘paipanps A[proiq o PINOYS SISIPUINO[ "SIUI[E}
JO 1aupea apIm b (im apdoad spast WsipuInol Jo pjay ayl,

UWISI[euIno( Ul SsIaale))



Above all. journalists should be good communicators.
An abilty to write well is at the heart of many of the positions
Whenever you in jourralism. Even as a print journalist you should be able to
speak well, because news is often gathered orally—over the
phone or in person.

use the Internet,

be sure you have
Preparation for a Career

In journalism, hands-on learning such as through an internship
can give you the upper hand. With recent advances mn technol
advance. ogy, never before has it been easier to try your hand at being a
journalist. Anyone with a computer, some basic software, and
an Internet connection can do a grassroots form of journalism.

your parent’s

permission in

e Write or contribute to blogs. or post messages about current
events at newspapers’ reader forums.

* Design and write an online magazine (“Webzine”)

* Create a newsletter and e-mail it to your readers as an attach-
ment, rather than paying the postage to send hard copies
through the mail.

® Podcast your own radio-style show as an audio file on your
computer and then distribute it to listeners over the Internet.
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One of the best ways to get into journalism is by
studying it in college. In high school, take as many

English, history, social science, and science classes as
possible. If your school has journalism courses, take
them and also get involved with your school paper.

Online reporter and editor
Tim Richardson is creating the
future of journalism. As the
assistant director of new
media for the online edition
of the Naples Daily News in
Florida, his responsibility is to
reach the people who aren’t
reading the print edition. He
does it by posting a wealth of
information on the newspa-
per’s Web site: Not only all the
stories that appear in print, but also enhanced news
features such as audio and video files, blogs, reader
forums, opinion polls, photo galleries, scanned docu-
ments, story archives, and multimedia special sections.
Like most local news operations, naplesnews.com
focuses on local news, not national or international
coverage. "We don't try to compete with CNN, Fox
News, or the New York Times Web sites,” he says.
“We're hyper-local in our focus. People won't find out
what happened at the county commission meeting this
morning anywhere else but on naplesnews.com.”
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Progressing in Journalism

How do you work your way up in journalism? You can travel
various routes, depending upon interests and opportunities.
One route is to go up the management ladder; another is to
become a specialist. A third route is a combination of the two.

A tvpical progression if you began as a college intern at a
newspaper might lead to an entry-level position as an editorial
assistant and cub reporter. You might then advance to general
assignment reporter. If you chose the management ladder, you
could seek editing assignments and then progress to assistant city
editor, city editor, national editor, sports editor, features editor,
or editorial page editor, and a few years as a copy editor. You
might someday become managing editor or editor in chief.

The only position above that would be the publisher or
owner of the newspaper.

An entry-level employee at a magazine would start as
editorial assistant, then assistant editor, associate editor, senior
editor, and then, perhaps, managing editor. Upper-level posi-
tions include executive cditor, deputy editor, and editor in chief.
Because of the trend toward special-interest magazines, the pro-
fession provides opportunities to become an established author-
ity in a wide range of subjects.

In broadcast journalism, opportunities to specialize are
more limited than in the print media. The broadcast news
reporter can rise through the management ranks to become
the anchor (or on-the-air announcer of newsj, news director,
or general manager. Or, a reporter can specialize in an area
of broadcast news coverage, such as government and politics,
sports, weather, entertainment, or other fields.

The Rewards of Journalism

Most journalists don’t get rich, but salaries in the field have
improved in recent decades. The marketplace determines salary
levels. If your skills, or vour specialty, are in great demand, you
will get paid more. As a general rule, news outlets with larger
readerships or audiences will pay more than those with smaller
audiences. Journalists with large national audiences, such net-
work TV anchors or syndicated columnists, can make very
high incomes indeed.
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Journalism Resources

Scouting Literature
Cinemnatography, Conununications,
Computers, Graphic Arts, Law,
Photography, Public Speaking, Radio,
and Theater merit badge pamphlets

Books

Brooks, Brian S., James L. Pinson, and
Jack 7. Sissors. The Art of Editing,
Sth ed. Allyn & Bacon, 2005.

Cappon, Rene 1. The Associcted Press
Guide to News Writing, 2nd ed.
Associated Press, 1991,

Craig, Steve. Sports Writing.

A Beginner's Guide. Discover
Writing Press, 2002,

lerguson, Donald L. Opporcanities
m Journalisin Careers.
McGraw-Hitl, 2001,

Foust, James C. Online Jouralism.
Principles and Practices of News for
the Web. Holcomb Hathawav, 2005.

Gibbs, Chervl K., and Tom Warhover.
Getting the Whole Story: Reporting
and Writing the News. Guilford
Press, 2002.

Gillmor, Dan. We the Media- Grassroots
Journalistie by thwe People. for the
People. O Reilly, 2004.
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Goldberg, Jan. Careers in
Journalism. McGraw-Hill,
3rd edition, 2005.

Gormly, Lric K. Writing and
Producing Television News.
Blackwell Pub., 2004.

Hewitt, Hugh. Blog: Understanding
the Information Reformation That's
Changing Your World. Nelson
Business, 2005.

Hohenberg, John. Foreign
Correspondence: The Great Reporters
and Their Times. Syracuse
University Press, 1995.

Kalbfeld, Brad. Associated Press
Broadcast News Handbook.
McGraw-Hill, 2001.

Sloan, W. David (editor)
American lournalism. History,
Principles, Practices. McFarland
& Companv, 2002.

Organizations and Web Sites
American Society of Journalists
and Authors

1501 Broadwayv, Suite 302

New York, NY 10036

Web site: hutp:  wweasjia.org
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Photo and lllustration Credits

American Broadcasting Cos. \ABC),
courtesy—pages 70 (top) and 77
Chicago Sun-Times, courtesy—page 40
©Photos.com—cover (satellite); pages 6

(alfl), 7,10, 12, 15, 17 (al’), 18, 19,
24, 25, 29, 30, 33, 37,46.47, 49
(background), 52, 61, 62 both),
64, 71, and 72
Tim Richardson, courtesy—page 74
Pete Souza, courtesy—page 05
Ultimate Symbol Inc., courtesy—
page 15

Scott Wallace, courtesy—page 34
Washington Post Writers Group,

courtesy—page 58
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Wikipedia.org/George H. Williams.
courtesy—page 9

XM Satellite Radio, courtesy—page 44

All other photos and illustrations not
mentioned above are the property of
or are protected by the Boy Scouts
of America.

Tom Copeland Jr.—pages 50 and 52
Mark Duncan—page 63

Daniel Giles—page 73
vZ:miG:omitgmo_w

Brian Payne—cover (top inset), pages
20, 23, 26, 31, 32, 30, 38, 43, and 66

Randy Piland—pages 16, 22, and
70 (bottom)
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